
Above: The original house on this
site was a 100'year old cottage
before architect Tom Rivard was
ca lled in to give it a contemporary
facelift . While the plot has two street
frontages , the original design lacked
specific sensual qual~ies linking ~
to either the location or the climate.
One of Rivard 's aims was to establish
a sense of personal space, rela ting
the ectlvtttes and interests of the
owners with the beach and the
climat ic conditions, including th e
fierce southeasterly storms.
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Enjoying a great urban view needn't
mean losing your privacy

Decent
exposure

Leh: Adjustable privacy levels are

evident at the front of the house.
The owners can choose to have th e
upper level fully or partially open,
with a furt her option of louvres when

the slides are fully closed.
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Abolf8': The ma in entrance has been
reori ented to the sid e of the house.
The existing and new bedroom
spaces lean towards the orientation s ,
via the curved walls, window bays
and op ening screens, inviting dist ant
views in without sacrificing privacy.

"Exposi ng a ho use to a
good view in a pornograph ic
manner, wi th large windows
an d glass balustrades, is all too
common," savs architect Tom
Rivard. The 'point he makes
is twofold - just as you don 't
want maximising the view to
take over the entire design , you
don 't want to feel as if you ' re
living in a fishbow l.

Ins tead , Rivard has given
this house a sense of mystery.





tett:The building has been desi.gned
to appear to turn towards the view .
The bay windows and louvres
accentuate th e effect.

Above: Spaces such as th e balc~ny

off the master bedroom are variously
Indoors or outdoors. Architect Tom, . .
Rivard plays the role of I~tenor

designer, making no particular
distinction between the two.
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The original layout of the
house was very traditional,
wi th the fron t doo r facing
di rectlv onto the road , and the
entrance hall lead ing past two
bedrooms.

"As much appeal lies in
what is hid den, as in what is
revea led," says Rivard. "In
choosing to move the door to
the side of the hou se, we are
using the view sparingly - thi s
allows visitors only a bri ef

experience of the view before
they enter the hou se."

After scctng another house
Riva rd had designed in the
neighbourhood, the owners
bough t a tired ho use on the
current site, and ca lled him .

"I try and bu ild a p icture of
the clients in the initia l meet­
ings. My goa l is to maximise
the site , not in bana l real estate
terms of footpri nt and square
metres, but by milki ng sure

the house is a reflection of the
owncrst lives," says Rivard .

As an exercise in lateral
thinking, Rivard likes to ask
his clien ts, "\Vhat would be
impossible to have here ?"

TIle owners of this home,
being kee n entertainers, said,
II A d inner pa rty for 40 people."
Rivard then set abou t making
the impossible a reality.

" By opening up the dining
area to the back yard , we were

Facing pag e:There is an

un interrupted view from the study

down to the kitchen below. This

is the creattve hub of the house,

a space where the owners pursue

their respective recreations - so the

design makes it easy for them to

ec m m unteet e with each other.

This page:The angular motif is

softened by the delicate flower-lik e

lamp in the lounge.
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Above:The garden at th e rear of
the house is easily accessible for
owne rs and dogs alike . A sculpture
de lineates thi s as the dogs' are a,
and sho ws the affection the ow ne rs
have for th eir pets . The built-in bench
seat was included by the arch itect to
prove to his clients that they could
host a dinner party 'Of 40 people in
their new home. Rivard conceived
th e seat to be a place to rela x day to
day, and a place to seat gu ests on
special occ as ions.

ab le to positi on the outdoor
dining table so th at it is in a
sep arate space, but one th at
merges sca mlcssly when the
occasion a rises," he says.

Another key cons idera tion
was the ow ners' dogs - tw o
Colden Retrievers. Riva rd not
on ly mad e the house canine­
friend ly, he paid trib ute to
them in an u nexpected wa y.

"A home's overa ll feci is
de ter mined by the material

palette. Th e dogs hav e such
amazing coa ts that I d ecided
to inco rpo rate similar textures
an d tones into the hou se.

"The concrete was one of
the first th ings to be laid , but
then it was covered over while
the rest of the work was done.
When we fina lly unveiled it,
the d ogs took to it imm ediately,
though 1 think this was du e to
the underfloor heating, rath er
than the colour," he say s.

A prominent feature of the
hou se is the 7m gallery space
near the fron t en tra nce . This
was previously the liv ing
room, but in the old hou se it
was a void that ga ve no sense
of p lace.

The ne w ga llery fea tu res a
ceiling and wa lls of glass, tha t
slide away to allow the su n,
ra in an d the moon in, as well
as making the entrance to the
hou se light and welco ming.
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"The atrium was actu ally
ins pi red by a trip the couple
took to Mexico. The place they
stayed in had a la rge internal
courtyard, with a retractable
roof operated by a loud old
motor. It wa s the ultimate
example of bringing the ou t­
side in - a very romantic
not ion, becau se yo u cou ld be
caug ht in the rain in your ow n
hou se," says Riva rd . "Bu t that
won't be happen ing here."

Architect, interior and kitchen

designer: Thoma s A Rivard. RAIA

(Sydney. NSW)

Builder: Steele & Assoc iates

Kitchen manufacturer.

Carvaod Kitchens

Cladding: CFe panel wi th acrylic render

Roofing: Coortono
Flooring: Polished concr ete

Paints and varnishes: Murobond

Doors and windows:

Win dow Solu tions

Window and door hardware:

Style Finish

Heating.-In-slab hvoromc

Blinds: Silent glass

Cabinetry: Polyurethane

Benchtops: Basalt and stainless steel

Splashback: Stainless steel

Kitchen sink: Franke

Oven , coolrtop and dishwasher: Miele

Story by Anthony Coates

Photography by Mark Mawson

Legend for plans: 1 entry/atrium,
2 kitchen, 3 lounge/dining room,
4 guest bedrooms, 5 master
bedroom suite, 6 office/study.
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